Epidemiology of chronic kidney disease in Italy.
Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is becoming a major public health problem worldwide. In Italy, only scarce and partial national data of prevalence have been obtained, from small-size cohorts in single settings not representative of the general Italian population. In this article, we review in detail the prevalence data obtained by the Gubbio study and the Italian Society of Nephrology - Health Search study, and describe the emerging problem of CKD definition in the elderly.